
Integrating Art and Sculpture into Ankeny 
Landscaping 
Elevate your landscape's personality and create unique focal points by 
thoughtfully integrating art pieces and sculptural elements into your 
outdoor design. Lark Landscape collaborates with local Iowa artists, 
metalworkers, and sculptors to select and install weather-resistant 
artwork that complements both architectural features and natural 
plantings. Our art integration process considers scale, materials, 
placement, and seasonal plant changes to ensure sculptural elements 
enhance rather than compete with landscape beauty while providing 
year-round visual interest and personal expression. 

Material selection proves critical for Iowa's challenging climate 
conditions including freeze-thaw cycles, high winds, and intense 
summer heat. We recommend bronze sculptures with protective 
patinas that develop beautiful aging characteristics, corten steel pieces 
that develop attractive rust patinas while maintaining structural 
integrity, natural stone carvings from locally quarried limestone and 
sandstone, and ceramic installations using high-fired, frost-resistant 
clays. Each material offers distinct aesthetic qualities and 
maintenance requirements that we match to client preferences and 
site conditions. 

Sculpture placement requires careful consideration of viewing angles, 
background plantings, and seasonal changes in surrounding 
vegetation. We create dedicated display areas with appropriate 
hardscape bases—natural stone plinths, concrete pads, or integrated 
seating walls—that provide stable foundations while complementing 
overall design aesthetics. Lighting design highlights sculptural 
elements after dark using adjustable spotlights, uplighting, and accent 
fixtures that can be modified seasonally as plants grow and change. 

Seasonal planting adjustments ensure artwork remains prominently 
featured throughout the year. Spring bulb plantings provide colorful 
foregrounds, summer perennial displays create complementary 
textures and colors, fall foliage changes provide dramatic backdrops, 
and winter evergreen plantings maintain visual structure when 
deciduous plants are dormant. We also consider how snow 
accumulation affects sculpture visibility and design plantings 
accordingly. 

Custom art installations might include commissioned pieces designed 
specifically for individual landscapes, integration of functional art like 
decorative gates and artistic screening walls, water features 



incorporating sculptural elements, and collaborative projects between 
artists and landscape designers. Our network of regional artists 
includes specialists in garden sculpture, functional art, and site-
specific installations who understand landscape integration 
requirements. 

Maintenance considerations include seasonal cleaning protocols, 
protective treatments for various materials, security 
recommendations for valuable pieces, and insurance considerations 
for outdoor art installations. We provide detailed care instructions 
and maintenance schedules to ensure artwork maintains its beauty 
and structural integrity over time. To explore our extensive art-
integrated landscape portfolio, review our artist partnership directory, 
and schedule a consultation for custom art integration planning, visit 
our Ankeny landscaping page and discover how sculptural 
elements can transform your outdoor space into a personal gallery. 

 

https://www.larklandscape.com/hardscaping-and-landscaping-in-ankeny-ia

